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Burundi 


Army Gearing To ‘Hunt Down’ Hutu ‘Terrorists’ 


AB0606113095 Paris AFP in English 
1042 GMT 6 Jun 95 


{By Annie Thomas] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, June 6 (AFP) — 
Burundi’s Tutsi-dominated Army geared up Tuesday [6 
June] to hunt down Hutu extremist militiamen in the 
northern Kamenge suburb of the capital after the prime 
minister warned residents to flee. 


"They are our fellow citizens, we shall not be too 
brutal,” Army Chief of Staff Colonel Jean Bikomagu 
told journalists as the military considered how it would 
assault the district, abandoned by thousands of civilians. 


Sporadic gunfire was heard overnight in Kamenge 
and the neighbouring Kimana district, where clashes 
between the Army and militias of the Hutu majority 
have claimed at least 33 lives in a week, according to 
residents. 


Shooting was infrequent by the end of Tuesday morning, 
but tensions ran high amid fears of civil war in the 
central African highland nation, which has seen several 
outbreaks of ethnic carnage since independence in 1962. 


In defiance of Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo’s green 
light for the soldiers to wipe out the "terrorists", armed 
militias on Tuesday manned a growing number of 
barricades in the remaining Hutu districts of the city. 


"Kamenge will soon be freed from these terrorists," 
Nduwayo said in a radio broadcast Monday. "We are 
asking the residents who do not support the fighters to 
leave the district." 


The premier added that the government had so far 
avoided sending soldiers into Kamenge in strength 
because clashes could claim innocent lives. "Now the 
government can no longer wait," he said. 


His threat prompted hundreds of people to flee the 
suburb overnight Monday to join thousands of others 
who have already taken refuge in villages and fields in 
the hills overlooking the north of Bujumbura. 


Foreign journalists saw a new barrier the Hutus had put 
up on a road running by the Kinama district, but were 
forced to turn back by menacing youths who fired a shot 
in their direction and stoned their car. 


The barricade was made of scrap iron and a wrecked 
car and the flag of the overwhelmingly Hutu Front for 
Democracy in Burundi (FRODEBU) party fluttered atop 
it. The militias have also downed trees and dug trenches. 
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One resident reached by telephone in Kamenge, which 
has been sealed off by troops, said people had begun 
to head for the hills around 1:00 am. (2300 GMT 
Monday). Hours later, the exodus was still going on. 


"The prime minister's speech has frightened us," the 
resident added. The thousands who have fled Kamenge 
and Kimana since the fighting began say they are afraid 
of the army and have expressed support for the Hutu 
bands. 


Nduwayo said the military had been given instructions 
to help people reach safer areas, but the Kamenge 
resident said few wanted to entrust themselves to the 
troops. 


Army chief Bikomagu said troops were "giving them 
a chance to leave" and would organise a "controlled" 
return of civilians to their homes once they had dropped 
support for the armed ganys. 


After the premier’s broadcast, Bujumbura Mayor Pie 
Ntiyankundiye said that roads could be blocked to pre- 
vent movement and that city authorities “awaited further 
measures to implement the government’s decision". 


The army in March purged other parts of the capital of 
their Hutu residents and violence claimed scores of lives 
amid widespread protests against “ethnic cleansing" 
despite a coalition government formed last year to keep 
the peace. 


In April troops "disarmed" Kamenge, but the suburb 
has since again become a bastion of the Forces for 
the Defence of Democracy (FDD), the armed wing 
of an extremist Hutu movement created by former 
interior minister Leonard Nyangoma, who opposes any 
powersharing with Tutsis. 


Nyangoma went into exile after accusing Hutu politi- 
cians of selling out to the Tutsi military leadership 
which had virtually run the country until democratic 
elections in 1993 gave the Hutu majority its first taste 
of power. 


Burundi, like its neighbour, Rwanda, which has a similar 
ethnic make-up, is a powderkeg. At least 50,000 people 
were killed when the first Hutu president, Melchior 
Ndadaye, was killed in October 1993 in a foiled military 
coup bid which the government survived. 


Army Prepares Invasion; Residents Flee 


AB0606214595 Paris AFP in English 
2056 GMT 6 Jun 95 


[By Annie Thomas] 


[FB.S Transcribed Excerpt] Bujumbura, June 6 (AFP) 
— Burundi’s Tutsi-dominated army was expected to 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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move into Hutu districts Wednesday, where civilians 
are allegedly being held hostage, to flush out suspected 
armed militia, an official said Tuesday [6 June]. 


Throughout the day Tuesday hundreds more Hutus 
fled Bujumbura, as Burundi’s Tutsi-dominated army 
prepared to invade the Hutu neighbourhoods. In a 
replay of an exodus of Hutus from the nation’s capital 
in March, residents of the city’s predominantly Hutu 
Kamenge and Kinama suburbs began fleeing overnight 
after Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo warned that the 
army was about to launch a new clean-up operation 
against armed Hutu militias. 


Clashes between the army and majority Hutu militias 
have claimed 38 lives in a week, according to residents. 
No official toll has been published. 


Shooting was infrequent by the end of Tuesday morning 
but tensions were running high amid fears of civil w: 

in the central African highland nation, which has see, 
several outbreaks of ethnic carnage since independence 
in 1962. 


"An intervention plan ... should begin Wednesday, if all 
goes well,” Communication Minister Germain Nkeshi- 
mana said in a radio broadcast after a ministerial meet- 
ing. "A mixed commission, made up representatives of 
the army and ministers, is working on a plan to pene- 
trate the zones, to establish peace and security, notably 
by creating conditions for the release of hostages and 
the return of displaced people," he added. 


But a Hutu chief who called himself Major Clement 
said in a telephone interview: "We have decided to stay 
in Kamenge, because if we leave ... (the Tutsi militia) 
will destroy the houses and prevent the Hutus from 
returning." 


"We expect to be bombarded this evening, but we 
will stay, because you only die once. There is no 
other solution," added Major Clement, who said he was 
speaking from the headquarters of the Hutu organisation 
the Forces for the Defence of Democracy in Kamenge. 
Asked about the Hutu milita’s powers of resistance, 
he replied: "When you have a vocation to liberate, all 
means are good ones: a stone, a knife, a lance." 


One resident reached by telephone in Kamenge said 
people had begun fleeing the area early Monday and that 
by the end of the day hundreds had left for villages and 
fields in the hills overlooking the north of Bujumbura. 


Armed Hutu militias appeared determined to defy the 
military, setting up barricades in the remaining Hutu 
districts of the city. 


Foreign journalists driving Tuesday near one barricade 
on a road running by Kinama were forced to turn back 
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by menacing youths who fired a shot in their direction 
and stoned their car. [passage omitted] 


Army Moves In Against Hutus 


AB0706105995 Paris AFP in English 
1050 GMT 7 Jun 95 


[By Annie Thomas] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, June 7 (AFP) — 
Shooting broke out Wednesday [7 June] as Burundi’s 
Tutsi-dominated Army moved into "rebel" suburbs in 
the north of the capital to flush out Hutu militiamen 
after telling residents to flee. 


Automatic weapons fire and grenade explosions could 
be heard coming from the Kamenge and Kinama 
districts, which have been completely sealed off by the 
army after a week of violence in which at least 38 people 
died. 


An AFP correspondant was able to reach the outskirts 
of Kamenge and watch footsoldiers moving from house 
to house in a search operation first announced by the 
government on Monday. 


No civilians appeared to be coming out of the immediate 
area, but about 300 people in the neighbouring Gasenyi 
district gathered on a lawn near a technical college. 


Tens of thousands of people from Kamenge and Ki- 
nama, the only remaining Bujumbura suburbs populated 
by the Hutu majority, have already taken refuge in vil- 
lages and fields in the hills overlooking the north of the 
city. 


The army chief of staff, Colonel Jean Bikomagu, said 
that three battalions totalling about 2,000 men were 
taking part in what he called the "intervention plan". 


"The operation has gone very well up until now," he 
added. "It could be over within the day, but that depends 
on the resistance." 


Several ministers and senior army officers gathered at 
8.30 a.m. (0600 GMT) to oversee the military sweep, 
but most of the rebel forces were believed to have 
withdrawn from the districts overnight. 


One of the leaders of the "Forces for the Defence of 
Democracy" Hutu militia pledged Tuesday to remain 
in Kamenge and fight to the death, but on Wednesday 
morning his headquarters’ telephone was no longer 
being answered and local people said the militia had 
decided to withdraw. 


Even the leaders "have gone up into the hills", said one 
Gasenyi resident. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo warned Monday that 
the Tutsi- dominated Army would move into Kamenge 
and called on civilians to move out to allow the troops 
to flush out the militia. 


Clashes between the Army and majority Hutu militias 
have claimed 38 lives in a week, according to residents. 
No official toll has been published. 


Tuesday night was largely quiet in the Hutu districts, 
despite a few heavy weapons’ detonations, but tensions 
ran high amid fears of civil war in the Central African 
highland nation, which has seen several outbreaks of 
ethnic carnage since independence in 1962. 


Foreign Lawmakers Seminar Begins Despite Unrest 


AB0606192095 Paris AFP in English 
1822 GMT 6 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Bujumbura, June 6 (AFP) 
— As hundreds of Hutus fled the Burundi capital in 
fear of the country’s Tutsi-dominated army Tuesday [6 
June], lawmakers from 12 nations opened a four-day 
“parliamentary seminar" here. 


Organized at the urging of the UN special envoy for 
Burundi, Ahmedou Ould Abdallah, the meeting is to 
"begin debates and facilitate discussion,” the envoy said 
in his opening remarks. 


Burundi President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya urged sem- 
inar participarts to be "sensitive to the country’s diffi- 
culties," as the army prepared to invade Hutu neighbour- 
hoods in the north of the capital in search of suspected 
armed extremists. 


Shoot-outs between the military and armed Hutu bands 
were reported in Bujumbura on Tuesday. 


MP’s from Canada, Congo, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mali, 
Mauritius, Niger, Portugal, Senegal, South Africa, 
Switzerland and the United Kingdom have already 
arrived. A representative from the United States and 
deputies from other European nations are also expected 
to arrive on Wednesday. The seminar is to go on until 
Friday. 


Congo 


IMF Suspends SAP; Economic Performance Said 
Weak 


AB0206171595 Paris AFP in French 
1816 GMT 1 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rrazzaville, | Jun (AFP) — The 
IMF has suspended its structural adjustment program 
[SAP] with Congo because of its weak economic 
performance, a western diplomatic source disclosed 
in Brazzaville today. The measure, which was taken 
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in Washington on 29 May, will force international 
financial institutions, such as the World Bank and the 
French Development Fund, to suspend their assistance 
to Congo, the source said. 


Concluded in June 1994, the SAP was scheduled to be 
extended for one year as of June 1995. "In view of 
the current results, the IMF has decided to suspend the 
program,” the same source added. 


Questioned by AFP, a member of the office of the 
Congolese finance minister said in regard to the decision 
that "the Congolese authorities have not been officially 
notified of it." "We have not been officially notified" 
the high ranking official, who sought anonymity, said. 
He added that "an IMF delegation was not able to visit 
Congo in May because of the Ebola fever epidemic that 
broke out in neighboring Zaire." 


In March, an IMF mission expressed regret over the 
weak fiscal and customs receipts. "No receipts are 
accounted for," Paul Ackah, deputy director of the 
IMF’s Africa Department, said. He nonetheless advised 
the IMF leadership to extend the program with Congo 
for a year. 


According to a reliable source, the Congolese Govern- 
ment did not keep to the 210-billion-CFA-franc limit 
fixed by the IMF for “noninterest expenditure on its 
debt, and the 165-billion-CFA-franc limit for state op- 
erating expenditure," during the first year of the pro- 
gram’s implementation, the source further said. 


The suspension of this program will prevent the Con- 
golese Government from benefiting from the expected 
facilities offered by the SAP, and from 2 second 
rescheduling of its debt amounting to 193 billion CFA 
francs by the Paris Club which is scheduled to meet in 
June, the same source said. 


In June last year, the Paris Club rescheduled more than 
700 billion CFA francs worth of Congo’s external debt 
which totals 2,400 billion CFA francs. In the case of 
a new accord with the IMF, Congo will benefit from 
another rescheduling of its debt to enable her to have 
access to 136 billion CFA of loans to "cover its financial 
economic needs,” the source concluded. 


Rwanda 


Radio: Butrus-Ghali Proposal To Reduce UN 
Forces 


EA0606131795 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1115 GMT 6 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The United Nations secretary 
general, Mr. Butrus-Butrus Ghali, has recommended 
that the UN force in Rwanda, UNAMIR [United Nations 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Assistance Mission to Rwanda], which consists of 6,000 the force be reduced to 1,800 men. We recall that the 
men, be reduced by more than half, leaving 2,300 men. vice president and Rwandan defense minister, Major 


. : ; General Paul Kagame, told a news conference recently 
Butrus-Butrus Ghali also recommended that UNAMIR’ ‘that the UNAMIR force should be considerably reduced. 
mandate, which expires on 9 June, be renewed for six 


months. The Rwandan Government has proposed that [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Armscor Told To Close Foreign ‘Front Companies’ 


MB0706102095 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 3 Jun 95 p 3 


[Report by Brendan Seery] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government has ordered 
Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South Africa] 
to close down its front companies abroad, set up to 
circumvent the United Nations arms embargo. 


However, some remain in operation to fulfill terms 
of sales and supply contracts negotiated with foreign 
companies. 


The companies acquired weapons and technology from 
other countries, such as Britain, during the sanctions 
era and shipped them to South Africa via a number of 
clandestine routes. 


Deputy Defence Minister Ronnie Kasrils said yesterday: 
"We instructed them to make a clean break with the 
past." "Them" meant Armscor and the defence force, 
he said. 


Armscor managing director Tielman de Waal said the 
front companies were being closed “faster than they 
were opened". All would eventually close. 


De Waal and Kasrils were speaking at the release of 
Armscor’s annual report in Pretoria, where the deputy 
minister disclosed that a cabinet committee had been 
appointed to formulate a new policy for South Africa’s 
defence industry. 


Kasrils said he and Defence Minister Joe Modise were 
scrutinising all exports of weapons to "grey area" 
countries. 


The release of the report comes as members of the 
former defence triumvirate — Armscor, the defence 
industry and the defence force — are parting ways over 
the future shape of South Africa’s defence industry. 


Next week the Cameron Commission of Inquiry will 
enter the second phase of its investigation into broader 
arms sales policy. The three parties have made submis- 
sions to commissioner Professor Laurie Nathan. 


Sources in the defence force say the military proposal 
favours a much leaner defence industry. 


Senior defence force officers and planners are becoming 
more vocal about the spending of what they consider 
"their" money on expensive development projects they 
do not really want. 


Foreign off-the-shelf equipment can be much cheaper 
than local equivalents. 
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Military planners are increasingly asking what Arm- 
scor’s procurement staff can do that its own, experi- 
enced project officers cannot. Armscor’s reply is that 
its top brains have the knowledge, particularly of sys- 
tems engineering and contract negotiation, that no one 
in the military can match. 


‘Concern’ Over Mandela ‘Political Blunders’ 


MB0706122095 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in English 0500 GMT 7 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A special debate is to be held 
in Parliament today on President Nelson Mandela’s con- 
troversial statements regarding the ANC headquarter 
shootings in March last year. President Mandela dis- 
closed in the Senate last week that he had given his 
guards orders to kill in defense of the headquarters if 
necessary. Meanwhile, there is growing concern among 
parliamentary members about the number of political 
blunders made by the president in recent weeks. Some 
parties are attributing this to his dwindling health while 
others like the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] are going as 
far as to say it has to do with his age. Deputy President 
F.W. de Klerk said yesterday that the blunders made by 
Mr. Mandela in the past few weeks, particularly in his 
handling of the ANC-IFP conflict, had done consider- 
able harm to the president’s image and that of South 
Africa. 


Parties React to Abolition of Death Penalty 


ANC Says Decision ‘Major Victory’ 


MB0606152895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1456 GMT 06 Jun 95 


[Statement issued by the ANC on 6 June on the SAPA 
PR Wire Service] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The abolition of the death 
penalty by the Constitutional Court today represents a 
major victory for the democratic forces of our country 
who for years campaigned for the abolition of the death 


penalty. 


The Constitutional Court’s decision will go a long way 
to inspire the confidence of the majority of our people in 
the rule of law and the integrity of the court in upholding 
fundamental rights and freedom of all citizens of our 
country. 


The death penalty was used indiscriminately largely 
against the black people of our country who in many 
instances had no legal representation. In alarming num- 
bers most of those executed were later found to have 
been innocent. However due to the irreversibility of the 
capital punishment this could not be corrected. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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As we celebrate the abolition of the death penalty the 
ANC dips its banners in solemn remembrance of the 
stalwarts of our struggle who made an outstanding 
contribution to our struggle like Vuyisile Mini, Solomon 
Mahlangu, Jerry Mosololi, Simon Mogoerane, Marcus 
Motaung, Andrew Zondo, Benjamin Moloise and others 
whose crime was their firm belief in the struggle for 
freedom, justice and democracy. 


Indeed the apartheid regime has robbed our country of 
the skills, experience and patriotism of these comrades 
who could have contributed positively to the reconstruc- 
tion and development of our country. The terrible final- 
ity of the death penalty has made this impossible. 


Never, never and never again must citizens of our 
country be subjected to the barbaric practice of capital 
punishment. The ANC remains mindful of the need 
to act firmly and decisively against crime. The ANC 
will never condone crime against children, women and 
innocent people of our country. However remain guided 
by the principle that imprisonment must be for serious 
crimes against the people and should aim at re-education 
rather than vengeance. [sentence as received] 


In this context, the ANC rejects with contempt sugges- 
tions by unnamed intelligence sources contained in to- 
day’s SOWETAN that there are moves for the secret re- 
lease of Janus Waluz and Clive Derby- Lewis convicted 
for the murder of one of the outstanding leaders of our 
country, Chris Hani. Such a move can only amount to 
a travesty of justice. 


The suggestions by those unnamed intelligence sources 
are aimed at causing dissent in our country, undermine 
the confidence of our people in the ANC-led govern- 
ment of national unity and destabilisation of our newly- 
found democracy. 


CP Says Decision Endangers Lives 


MB0606153895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1459 GMT 06 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria June 6 SAPA — The 
lives of South African law enforcers and the public 
would in future be even more endangered because of 
the scrapping of the death penalty, the Conservative 
Party [CP] said on Tuesday. In a statement in Pretoria, 
CP spokesman Jurg Prinsloo said the most important 
deterrent for violent criminals had now been removed, 
making law enforcement all the more difficult. "The 
National Party and the African National Congress must 
take full responsibility for a situation that has developed 
from the rush to formulate a constitution before the 
April elections last year," he said. 
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IFP Reports No Consensus on Death Penalty 


MB0606201095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1741 GMT 06 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Cape Town June 6 SAPA — 
There was no consensus in the Inkatha Freedom Party 
[IFP] on the death penalty, the IFP’s Parliamentary 
Study Group on Justice said on Tuesday. IFP policy 
had been to oppose the death penalty, but there was 
"no longer consensus within the party on this issue," 
the group said in a statement. In view of the crime 
wave sweeping the country, the issue had been raised 
in the IFP National Council, and internal debate was 
continuing. 


FF: Ruling To Increase ‘Lawlessness’ 


MB0606153295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1359 GMT 06 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town June 6 SAPA — 
The Freedom Front [FF] has called for a referendum 
on the death penalty, saying South Africans and not a 
few judges should decide on whether capital punishment 
should be abolished. Reacting to a Constitutional Court 
judgment declaring the death penalty unconstitutional, 
FF justice spokesman Senator Rossier de Ville said the 
death penalty was the only way to save society from 
increasing lawlessness and anarchy as a result of violent 
crime and flagrant disrespect for the law and justice. 


The constitutional court’s judgment was predictable as 
many of the judges were pro-abolitionist. 


"The public demands that the death penalty should be re- 
instated and only once respect for the law is maintained 
and society can function normally can penal reform and 
the abolition of the death penalty be revisited,” he said. 


Mandela: Will Not Hurt Anticrime Effort 


MB0606153395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1357 GMT 06 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town June 6 SAPA 
— Scrapping the death penalty had no bearing on the 
government's commitment to tackle violent crime with 
all the determination it could muster, President Nelson 
Mandela said on Tuesday. 


His office said in a statement that he had noted the 
Constitutional Court decision that the death penalty was 
incompatible with the right to life as enshrined in the 
Bill of Rights. He was sure that this decision, taken by 
a respected body independent of the executive, reflected 
a sober and humane consideration of the issue. It was 
in line with contemporary civilised norms. However 
he wanted to study the judgment before commenting 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-109 
7 June 1995 


further, and also wanted cabinet to have a chance to 
consider it. 


"The President also wishes to emphasise that this deci- 
sion has no bearing on the commitment of the govern- 
ment to tackle the problem of crime, and particularly 
violent crime, with all the resources and determination 
it can muster,” the statement said. 


‘All’ Prisoners To Be Taken Off Death Row 


MB0606153595 Johannesourg SAPA in English 
1339 GMT 06 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town June 6 SAPA — 
All condemned prisoners would be moved off death 
row as soon as possible, Justice Minister Dullah Omar 
said on Tuesday. He said in a statement he had noted 
that the Constitutional Court had declared the death 
penalty unconstitutional. The judgment was of major 
national importance. The ministry was considering all 
its implications, and "appropriate steps" would be taken. 
The cabinet would be informed of the judgment and its 
implications. In the meanwhile, immediate steps would 
be taken to consult the Department of Correctional 
Services on moving all condemned prisoners off death 
row. 


Mr Omar said he wanted to assure the public that the 
Department of Justice would do everything necessary to 
ensure all crimes were effectively punished. 


Justice Minister Remarks on Decision 


MB0606185195 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1510 GMT 6 Jun 95 


[From the "PM Live" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer Brett Davidson] 
Four hundred and fifty-three death row prisoners burst 
into song after hearing the death sentence had been abol- 
ished. The death penalty was abolished earlier today by 
a unanimous decision by the | 1-member Constitutional 
Court. There has been widespread reaction to the deci- 
sion both for and against. Justice Minister Dullah Omar 
said his ministry would do everything to ensure the ef- 
fective punishment of all crimes. Nazi Pather is in the 
studio, and he’s going to be talking to the minister, who 
is in Belfast. 


[Pather] Thanks Brett. Good day to you, Mr. Minister. 
[Omar] Hello; good day to you. 


[Pather] What are the direct implications of this deci- 
sion? What will it mean to the court system or the jus- 
tice system in South Africa, and what implications will 
it have for other departments for the government of na- 
tional unity? 
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[Omar] The implication, firstly, is that nobody will hang, 
nobody will be executed; that the notion of the respect 
for life and the respect for the dignity of each person 
will become a paramount consideration in our country, 
and if we are able to build on those values, we'll be 
able to turn our country around from the present cycle of 
violence, killings, murder, robbery — the terrible crimes 
of violence which we are witnessing in our country. The 
effect of the judgment is to place our country on the road 
toward the building of a human rights culture which 
is good for victims and potential victims, because the 
whole idea of a human rights culture is to teach people 
their duty, their obligation to respect the life and dignity 
of others. 


[Pather] Mr. Minister, recent research done by Markinor 
showed that the South African public are generally 
in favor of the death penalty, and this research was 
divided into two categories. The one was where they 
asked whether in favor or against the death penalty, 
and the other was when they broke down certain 
Categories of crime like treason, rape, child abuse, and 
the overwhelming showing of this research is that the 
majority of people are in favor of the death penalty. 
Now what could happen if there’s public outcry? Could 
this penalty be reimposed? 


[Omar] The death penalty cannot be reimposed because 
the Constitution says the right to life is entrenched 
in our system. The Constitution has to be amended 
drastically before any consideration could be given to 
such a course, and I do not think that that is possible. I 
think it is very important that the South African public 
must realize that a decision of the Constitutional Court 
is in the best interest of fighting crime in our country. 
The real issue in our country is crime and how to 
fight crime, and what the decision of the Constitutional 
Court does is to give us the opportunity to address 
those issues directly because when you talk about the 
constitutionality or otherwise of the death penalty, you 
are not in concrete terms addressing what to do about 
crime, how to prevent crime, how to combat crime, and 
those are the real questions which we are asking, and 
which we should be asking together. So far as the Justice 
Department is concerned, those are the issues that we 
will be concentrating on, and on which we are working 
at present so as to ensure that we eradicate crime from 
our society. 


[Pather] Mr. Minister, there hus been lots of responses to 
this decision, and there has been negative and positive 
responses, and from what I gauge from the negative 
responses are that people saying that we've already 
got such a high murder rate in the country, there is a 
possibility that people will now be motivated to murder. 
What is your response to this? 
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[Omar] That is not true. If you examine what has 
happened in the world, it is in those societies where 
you have the greaiest executions where you have the 
most serious crime. The one does not eliminate the 
other. They go together. It is in those societies where the 
emphasis has been on the building of human rights and 
respect for the right to life that crime has gone down. 
And | think that is the road which our country is taking. 
It has also not been shown that the death penalty is a 
deterrent to serious crime. It has never been that way in 
our country. We've had the death penalty for years, and 
what has happened is that we've had an escalation of 
crime; we've had 450 people on death row. That must 
be a reminder to us that the death penalty has never 
been a successful deterrent in South Africa. 


[Pather] Mr. Minister, noting that the death penalty is 
now done with, what is the maximu.. sentence the court 
can impose now? 


[Omar] The court can impose life sentence on people, 
and any other sentence which a court may consider 
appropriate. 


{Pather] Thank you very much, Mr. Minister. 


Malebane-Metsing Launches New Political Party 


MB0406192295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1831 GMT 04 Jun 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Rustenburg June 4 SAPA 
-— The new People’s Progressive Party, led by for- 
mer African National Congress [ANC] official Rocky 
Malebane-Metsing as president, was formally launched 
in Tlhabane near Rustenburg on Sunday [4 June]. 


Speaking from his home in Mmabatho, the former 
Northwest MEC [member of the Executive Council] 
for agriculture said on Sunday night his party would 
position itself at centre-left. “On matters of economy 
we would like to stand for a social market economic 
policy,” Mr Malebane-Metsing said, but declined to 
elaborate. Asked what alternative his new party would 
offer people, he said: "The alternative we offer is the 
party. We are taking the people along with us." 


Mr Malebane-Metsing resigned recently from the ANC, 
claiming it was no longer the party it used to be and 
was not representative. He said about 1,000 people 
attended the inaugural meeting. His figure could not be 
independently verified. 


Mr Malebane-Metsing said that after wide consultation 
party members decided to adopt the name of his previ- 
ous People’s Progressive Party that was involved in an 
attempted coup d’ctat against former Bophuthatswana 
President Lucas Mangope in 1988. The uprising was 
crushed by the former South African Defence Force. 
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Mr Malebane-Metsing added the new party would get 
a new logo, symbols, and colours, and have new 
objectives, principles and policies. Members of the 
interim leadership elected were: 


— Dr John Lamola, secretary-general; 


— Mr Leonard Brown, organiser-general; 

— Mr Kehla Nyamakazi, deputy organiser; 

— Mr Ruben Molefe, treasurer-general; 

— Mr Tilly Theron, deputy secretary; 

— Mr Kgang Mafolo, deputy organiser; 

— Mr Jeff Moeletsi, convener of the youth movement; 
— Ms Sheila Monyebudi, convener of the women’s 
movement; and 

— Ms Zandile Shongwe, publicity secretary. 


COSATU Claims Over 100,000 Marched in 
Johannesburg 


MB0606184995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1756 GMT 06 Jun 95 


[Report by Raphael Banda, Petunia Komane and Micel 
Schnehage] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Johannesburg June 6 SAPA 
— About 60,000 employees marched through Johan- 
nesburg city centre on Tuesday [6 June] in a show of 
strength intended to persuade business to make conces- 
sions in talks on draft labour legislation. 


The crowd, mustered by the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions (COSATU}, gave President Nelson Man- 
dela a hero’s welcome when he arrived unexpectedly to 
pledge his solidarity with the marchers. 


"I felt it important to pledge my solidarity with you," 
he said before leaving to catch a flight to Cape Town. 
"I bless your demonstration.” 


The demonstration, from 10AM to about 2PM, marked 
the second day of a programme of protests to pressure 
business to accept the inclusion in the labour relations 
bill of an unlimited right to strike and centralised 
bargaining, among other things. [passage omitted] 


The singing and chanting throng, some waving African 
national congress flags and placards, brought business 
and traffic to a temporary halt. Armed police on foot 
and others in armoured personnel carriers monitored the 
March and there were no reports of violence. 


In a speech before the start ANC Deputy General 
Secretary Ms Chery! Carolus said: "We are not going to 
allow the bosses of this country t] tiample on workers’ 
rights.” [passage omitted] 


Marches were also held on Tuesday in Durban, East 
London and Pietermaritzburg. Marchers in Durban 
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added to their list of grievances concerns about vio- 
lence in KwaZulu/Natal. {passage omitted] 


COSATU demanded a state of emergency be declared 
in the province “to allow the police to search all the 
houses in KwaZulu/Natal and confiscate all these G3s 
that were issued by the former Bantustan", an apparent 
reference to the former homeland KwaZulu. 


COSATU spokesman Mr Neil Coleman said after the 
marches they were the biggest show of strength by the 
feceration. “Over 100,000 were involved in marches 
today,” he said. [passage omitted] 


‘About 7,000’ March in Durban, Pietermaritzburg 


MB0606154195 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 6 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] About 7,000 COSATU [Con- 
gress of South African Trade Unions] members marched 
to the Durban City Hall as part of the union's nation- 
wide rolling mass action campaign. Although at least 
10,000 people converged at Curry’s Fountain at mid- 
day, several thousands left the rally early after they said 
they were tired of waiting for the organizers to start the 
march. No incidents were reported, and a memorandum 
relating to the Labor Relations’ Bill was read out. A 
call was also made to declare Natai/KwaZulu an unrest 
area. 


Hundreds of workers have also marched in central 
Pietermaritzburg in support of COSATU’s campaigr. 
A memorandum objecting to the Labor Relations’ Bill 
was handed to the Receiver of Revenue. A second 
memorandum was handed in at the Loop Street police 
Station in which marchers protested against the high 
level of violence in KwaZulu/Natal. They called for 
several areas, including Umlazi, Mandini and Table 
Mountain to be declared unrest zones. 


Buses Burned, Barricades Erected in Umlazi March 


MB0506093895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0828 GMT 05 Jun 95 


[Report by Micel Schnehage] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban June 5 SAPA — 
Buses were stoned and burning barricades were erected 
in streets in Umlazi outside Durban on Monday [5 
June] morning ahead of an African National Congress/ 
Congress of South African Trade Unions [COSATU] 
march in the township. 


The ANC and COSATU will also march to demand the 
closure of unit 17's hostel in the township's T-section 
— a known Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] stronghold. At 
the weekend IFP spokesman on defence Philip Powell 
expressed fears the march might spark violence. 
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Early on Monday morning, buses on their way to 
Durban were stoned and barricades were erected in 
the streets. Police erectc.' razor wire around T-section 
and foot patrols of the South African National Defence 
Force were deployed throughout the sprawling, hilly 
township. 


Small groups of ANC and COSATU members toyi- 
toyied [protest danced] through sections of Umlazi 
ahead of the main march, which is scheduled to begin 
at 11AM. 


Foreign Ministry Official Meets Iraqi Counterpart 
JN0206191595 Baghdad INA in Arabic 
1750 GMT 2 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Johannesburg, 2 Jun (INA)— 
Iraqi Foreign Ministry Under Secretary *Abd-al-Jabbar 
al-Duri met with South African Foreign Ministry Under 
Secretary Aziz Barhad [name as transliterated] 


The two sides discussed relations between Iraq and 
South Africa and ways to promote cooperation for the 
benefit of their joint interests. 


Al-Duri briefed Barhad on Iraq’s positive stand on 
the Security Council’s resolutions, as well as Iraq's 
rejection of Resolution 986. He also reviewed the 
negative impact of the blockade imposed on Iraq since 
August 1990, as well as its serious reflections on the 
lives of Iraqis. 


The South African Foreign Ministry under secretary 
expressed his understanding of Iraq’s positions and the 
suffering of the Iraqi people, stressing the need for 
both countries’ officials to remain in constant touch to 
promote bilateral relations. 


“Abd-al-Jabbar al-Duri and the members of his dele- 
gation, who are visiting South Africa at an official in- 
vitation of its Foreign Ministry, also met with several 
officials and discussed with them cooperation between 
the two countries in political, economic, trade, and tech- 
nical areas. 


Bulgarian Foreign Minister Signs 3 Agreements 


AU0506195795 Sofia Khorizont Radio Network 
in Bulgarian 1300 GMT 5 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Pretoria today, three coop- 
eration treaties were signed between South Africa and 
Bulgaria, including an agreement on expanding their re- 
lations in the field of the arts, science, and sports. Bul- 
garian Foreign Minister Georgi Pirinski is on a three- 
day visit to South Africa at the invitation of his South 
African counterpart, BTA reports, citing information re- 
ceived from REUTER. 
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Pope To Meet Mandela During September Visit 


MB0506054195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2359 GMT 4 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg June 5 SAPA 
— Pope John Paul II would meet President Nelson 
Mandela in Pretoria on his arrival in South Africa on 
September 16, papal visit organiser spokeswoman Jule 
Greenberg said on Monday [5 June}. 


The pope would visit southern Africa to promulgate the 
document of the African Synod. 


In a statement in Johannesburg, Ms Greenberg said the 
pope, cardinals bishops and priests would attend an 
open-air mass at Gosforth Park racecourse on Sunday, 
September 17. The pope would move through the crowd 
an hour before the mass’ started at 10 AM. 


Later in the day he would attend a church meeting 
in Johannesburg where the synod document would be 
presented. He would leave for Nairobi the next day, she 
said. 


Minister: Too Many Whites in Top Government 
Jobs 


MB0306151395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0738 GMT 3 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bisho June 3 SAPA — It was 
not acceptable that 60 per cent of top civil service 
posts were held by white men, Public Services and 
Administration Minister Lola Skweyiya said, reports 
SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] Radio 
News. 


Speaking in the Eastern Cape capital Bisho, he said 
while job guarantees were given at the start of the 
rationalisation process in may last year, both national 
and provincial governments had been given a further six 
months to restructure. The bloated public service had 
to be reduced and become representative of all South 
Africans, he said. 


South African Press Review for 7 Jun 
MB0706105595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


BEELD 


ANC ‘Hypocritical’ on Shell House — “The ANC has 
only itself to blame for the moral crisis in which it finds 
itself following the Shell House massacre, because while 
the new South Africa is being tackled with the ideal 
of transparency and accountability, the investigation 
into the massacre before the 1994 election dragged 
and dragged and dragged,” notes a page 6 editorial in 
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Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 5 June. “There 
have been all sorts of allegations, among them that the 
ANC and the South African Police Services [SAPS] 
collaborated on the handling of the matter — to the 
ANC’s advantage; and accusations that the SAPS would 
be responsible for delaying investigations.” “While the 
ANC painstakingiy — so it would seem — tries to 
conceal its own scandals, it preaches about the violence 
in KwaZulu/Natal and allows a constitutional crisis to 
develop, a crisis that has the potential for a civil ‘var. 
With what moral authority can the ANC act when it 
is reluctant to tackle its own violence with transparency 
and high standards?” "How many more important pieces 
of information are being withheld and manipulated? Did 
the AN‘ 'y think that if it delayed long enough the 
Matter vo. “isappear on its own?” “While the Shell 
How-: “rame continues, there can be no credible action 
agai: ‘w'cssness, and pleas for morality and respect 
for hunic:. ive will sound hollow and hypocritical.” 


SOWETAN 


Labor Strife ‘Bodes Ill’ — Trade unions’ mass action 
this week is symptomatic of the fact that employers 
and unions “remain poles apart,” say Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English in its 7 June editorial on page 10. 
"While we accept that interests of labour and business 
will often conflict, confrontation on the scale we are 
seeing now bodes ill for the prospects of the RDP 
[Reconstruction and Development Program] succeeding 
on any major scale, or of South Africa becoming serious 
competition in the world economy.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Law Better Than Courts on Death Penalty — The 7 
June editorial on page 8 of Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English favors the death penalty’s abolition 
but regrets the method: “It would have been far better if 
abolition had been achieved through legislation — the 
court is predominantly “liberal jurists" — “there is no 
point in pretending that their judgment was based solely 
on legal considerations.” Because politicians chose “to 
pass the buck on the issue,” the editorial concludes: 
“South Africa is destined not to debate this most burning 
of questions, and fewer people will be convinced of the 
validity of the abolitionist cause.” The death penalty 
ruling is an important moment in the country’s history 
for two reasons, according to Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English in its page 12 editorial on 7 June: “South 
Africa has unequivocally decided that an enlightened 
society must adopt humanitarian norms; it has confirmed 
the supremacy of constitutional principle over statute.” 
While supporting the court's decision, the editorial 
cautions: “But the Government faces a heavy immediate 
obligation to stamp out crime and violence. Should it 
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fail in this mission, there is a real danger that street and 
vigilante justice will take over." 
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Angola 
Minister on U.S. Talks, Aid, Future Meeting 


MB0606204495 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 6 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) The U.S. Government is 
interested in assisting in the removal of mines in 
Angola. This afternoon a U.S. delegation went to 
the Social Reintegration Ministry and held talks with 
Social Reintegration Minister Albino Malungo. [passage 
omitted] 


In an interview after the meeting, Minister Albino 
Malungo said the meeting was positive and the U.S. 
Government will play an important role in this process. 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified reporter] What does this 
meeting represent for your ministry? 


[Malungo] It was a successful meeting because it 
meets our concerns regarding mine removal process. 
The Americans are interested in assisting. USAID is 
assisting some nongovernmental organizations in the 
country and say they will assist others. [end recording] 


On the probable meeting in Bailundo between the 
government, nongovernmental organizations, and the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA], the social reintegration minister said: 


[Begin Malungo recording] It is a routine meeting. 
Instead of Luanda, it will this time take place in 
Bailundo. The next meeting may be held in Negage, 
Benguela, or some other place. It will be held in 
Bailundo for a better assessment of concrete projects. 
For the evacuation of the Jamba population, for instance, 
we need to hear UNITA’s opinion. [end recording] 


Namibia 
Defense Official Denies Angolans Killed in Clash 


MB0506162795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1429 GMT 5 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Windhoek June 5 SAPA — 
Namibian soldiers last month raided southern Angola 
to retrieve stolen cattle, Defence Permanent Secretary 
Erastus Negonga said on Monday [5 June]. 


But he denied a report that the troops killed 16 Angolan 
civilians and wounded 12 others in the operation from 
May 13 to May 25. Angola’s UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] movement's 
radio station on Monday said a Namibian commando 
unit in armoured vehicles crossed into Angola and shot 
dead 16 civilians and wounded 12 others over the past 
few days. 


"This is just a blatant lie... we categorically deny 
that information," Mr Negonga said. “There was no 
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shooting. Our members did not deliver any shots. This 
never, never happened." 


The order to enter Angola was given by regional Army 
commanders after residents along the border complained 
their cattle was being stolen by armed bandits and 
laken to Angola. A smaii number of troops crossed into 
Angola and returned with about 200 stolen cattle, Mr 
Negonga said. Namibia and Angola have an agreement 
allowing free cross-border movement for people living 
up to 60km either side of the border. The military 
operation did not move beyond the free movement zone, 
Mr Negonga said. 


Zambia 


Opposition Withdraws From Constitution Review 
Body 


MB0706051095 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 6 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The United Patriotic Party, 
UPP, has written to President Chiluba to withdraw its 
participation in the Constitution Review Commission. 
The withdrawal is in protest against certain clauses in 
the new draft constitution. UPP President Dr. Davis 
Mwala, who is a commissioner on the Constitution 
Review Commission, told newsmen in Lusaka today 
that he delivered his letter of withdrawal to State House 
yesterday. Dr. Mwala said he was against a clause which 
Suggests that in the event of the MMD [Movement for 
Multiparty Democracy] losing next year’s elections, the 
new government should not grab any property leaders 
acquired while in office without the new government 
paying for it. He also cited another clause which says 
that anyone, including foreigners, can acquire freehold 
title deed on land. He explained that if this clause 
becomes part of the new constitution, freehold title on 
land even to foreigners will deprive many Zambians of 
land because they do not have money to p''rchase it. Dr. 
Mwala also announced that chairman of the Constitution 
Review Commission, Mr. John Mwanakatwa, and two 
other commissioners on the Technical Committee were 
paid 2.4 million kwacha monthly by government so that 
they could pass the two controversial clauses in the draft 
constitution. 


Meanwhile, Chief Government Spokesman Keli Walu- 
bita has said government has noted Dr. Mwala’s deci- 
sion to withdraw. He says government is studying the 
Situation and will respond with an appropriate statement 
in due course. 
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Minister: Millions of Dollars Stuck in Closed Bank 


MB0606052095 Lusaka THE POST in English 
9 May 95 p3 


[Report by Fred M’membe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The Bahamas High Court 
a fortnight ago put Meridien international Bank in 
liquidation following an action initiated by the Central 
Bank of the Kingdom of Swaziland. 


The Swazis were seeking repayment of the money 
which Meridien Bank International owed Meridien 
BIAO’s Swazi operations, which has since been sold 
to South Africa’s First National Bank. 


"There was some money in US dollars and sterling 
pounds that was put on deposit with Meridien, one 
matured on December 10, last year and another in March 
this year," [Finance Minister Ronald] Penza revealed in 
an interview last Friday [5 May], adding: "You can say 
these were reserves." 


But the recoverability of the money is no longer under 
the control of the Zambian government but Meridien’s 
liquidators. 


"Our recovery of the money will be under the liquidation 
process, over which we have no control," Penza said. 
But, it seems, whatever position the government will 
occupy on the bank’s liquidation schedule, the impact 
on the reserves will be felt. 


"Yes, this will impact heavily on our reserves. It is not 
a small amount of money. You are talking of almost 
$30 million,” the minister explained. 


But former foreign affairs minister and Movement for 
Multiparty Democracy’s (MMD) National Executive 
Committee (NEC) member Vernon Mwaanga doubts the 
recoverability of these reserves. 


"There is doubt about whether we will be able to recover 
a deposit of $25 million which was unwisely deposited 
with Meridien Bank," Mwaanga said in his report to the 
NEC meeting of April 22. 


Mwaanga also charged that the Meridian Bank issue had 
been handled in a very clumsy manner. 


"We have only been told part of the story. How 
much more bungling should the party (MMD) tolerate?" 
Mwaanga asked, adding: "Government owes the party 
a truthful account concerning the Meridien Bank saga 
and how it might affect the SAP (Structural Adjustment 
Programme). 


But Penza, who some NEC members believe was 
targeted in revenge to the November | 1993 drug- 
trafficking crusade that forced him to resign from 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 13 


government, assured the programme will be back on 
course. 


"We can get the programme back on track but the 
biggest challenge is to sustain it, particularly on the 
budget side as we go into the election period," Penza 
said. 


However, Mwaanga’s worry about the derailment of the 
programme does not seem to be from without. The last 
mission of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
early April is said to have noted a gap of K7.7 billion 
[kwacha] in the first three months of this year’s budget, 
with K24 billion attributed to Ben Mwila’s defence 
ministry. 


And sources at the central bank said the K24 billion has 
been utilised by the defence ministry by paying people 
overseas for services and procurements and little has 
been spent in the country. 


Bank of Zambia sources also disclosed that defence 
ministry is also importing steel for the construction of 
markets from Israel. 


"I wonder what logic is in importing steel from Israel 
and not South Africa. These markets are not a donation, 
it is a commercial transac.ion handled by the defence 
ministry," a well-placed central bank official disclosed 
on Thursday last week. 


Penza admitted there was a problem in controlling 
defence expenditure. 


"We have had a problem with defence expenditure and 
there is an overrun on the defence budget because we 
have weak people in the budget office " Penza said. 


On the K77 billion gap Penza said: "The IMF raised 
that figure but we are yet to agree with them. 


"We feel there are other factors that need to be taken 
into consideration to arrive at the at the gap and we are 
still working on that." 


The IMF mission is due in the country this week. 


MMD Suspends 17 District, Provincial Officials 


MB0706074895 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 0500 GMT 7 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ruling MMD [Movement 
for Multiparty Democracy] in Eastern Province has sus- 
pended eight district and provincial leaders for activities 
inimical to the well-being of the party. Provincial Chair- 
man (Kasy Kasungu) said yesterday that the suspended 
members have contravened the party disciplinary reg- 
ulations. The committee warned that it will not enter- 
tain insurgents in the province and will take strong, dis- 
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ciplinary steps on any member contravening the party nary member. Provincial Chairman Cecil Holmes said 
manifesto. in Kabwe that the nine officials were suspended yester- 
day for breaching MMD disciplinary regulations. Mr. 


And in Central Province, the party’s provincial exec- ; 
utive suspended Mkushi South member of Parliament — Cis net etaberate on the seasens Fer the euapen 


(Philip Mishiko), seven district officials, and an ordi- 
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